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purify, perfect, and ennoble, during our sojourn on earth ; or
that, having already fulfilled an imperfect and evil existence,
we are condemned to re-commence it under new obligations.
In the latter case, the career of the man re-commences, because
his soul is not yet sufficiently pure to rise to the rank of a
superhuman being.

Our sojourn upon earth is then only a kind of trial, im-
posed upon us by nature, during which we must refine our
souls, free them from earthly bonds, rid them of the defects
which weigh them down, and hinder them from rising, in
radiance, towards the ethereal spheres. Every ill-fulfilled
human existence has to be recommenced. Thus, the school-
boy who has worked hard, who has studied well, goes into a
higher class at the end of the year; but if he has made no
progress in his studies, he must go through his class again.
Perverse men are, in our opinion, vicious beings who have
had a previous life, and are obliged to live it over again.
They must go through it again and again, until the day comes
when their souls shall be fit to take higher rank in the hier-
archy of creatures, that is to say, until they shall be fit to
pass, after their death, into the condition of superhuman
beings.

In proportion as the cause of our existence here below is
obscure and even inexplicable according to ordinary ideas, it
is simple and luminous in the light of the doctrine of the
plurality of existences. We must add that this doctrine is
conformable to the justice of God. In making earthly life a
trial for man, God is equitable and good, like an earthly